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Cocagne September 1%, 1800
Sir:

| received the honour of your letter, as well as the two books and gazettes, which your great generosity
deigned to honour me, and for which | am tempted to be able to give you some sign of recognition; but
the inferiority where it rained at the author of the nature to put me, leaves me without any hope. | pray
that you have the kindness to accept my very humble thanks for your tokens of respect, that | recognize
myself to be not worthy enough to deserve.

In the response, Sir, that you have the kindness to provide, to the letter that | addressed to His
Excellency, concerning Girouard, you recommend to no longer unwillingly expense; but today to avoid
being obliged to appear in court before Robichault, who is authorized by a writing of your hand, to the
enjoyment of the product of the said lot without having to defend to any person, or to pay any other
damages, under pain of being pursued in law, and paying all damages.

Not having in my letters received any instruction in this respect, of your part or of Mr. Sproule, he will
have to again make this effort in the hope that your charity will have pity on their sad situation, and that
goodness will give some resources, in giving him, if you please, some of his very humble demands
contained in my precedent: | should have sufficiently explained the said case to His Excellency, to Mr.
Sproule, and to you Sir, to be able to avoid boring all of you by repetition. Maybe you have been told
that Girouard was not he who profited by the beneficence of said lot; it would have been of interest of
the sons-in-law of Girouard being his only heirs, this lot would have been the only good that he would
have left, if the government had arranged to give it to him, just as we arranged to all the other
petitioners; but the impossibility that | remarked in my last, where the sons went to be able to alone,
having their different needs, this man holding always household; it had to interest their two neighbours,
Isydore Bastarach, and Francois LeBlanc, who contributed to help Girourard to all respects and had to
have the same right as the sons to the lot in question, and had that hope until present time, all four
together contributed to sustain it; and the need that Girouard saw that he had of the help of some
others of his two sons, | think contributed to hire Girouard to mark, to obtain the said lot, to find
someone to sustain it for the rest of their days; and where he encountered many obstacles.

Mr. Watson | think did not have any particular right to save this lot for the Government; and Girouard
would he have? Robichot, Landry or Suret; probably this lot would not be today a reserve for the King,
this Mr. not happy to frustrate the hope that he had this lot, tasked still to contribute to it while being
deprived of enjoying any part of the benefit of the said lot; by the Memorial that he had written in
favour of Robichot, my conscience and charity convinced me to expose the case of Girourard, | beg you
please to excuse my importunities on this matter; they conform to your wishes and instructions, if Sir,
you deign to give me a word of reply.

In my previous [letter], | said to Robichot, did not appear to have repaired the damage to the fence that
was considerable, but that it would probably will show when it was time to mow; but it did not show,
nor in his writing at the same time, and then once the hay from the meadow was done, they were not
allowed to touch it; in the meantime while returning, he told me that he was happy for this year,
considering of the costs of the fence; a quarter of the hay but without giving any contribution for the
work that had to be done. The embarrassment that they find themselves in today for their work did not
permit them to be able to be part of the present, and they were reduced to have recourse to a savage,
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as the profit is too doubtful, to give to him some money to satisfy the trouble for which they give; as
well, Sir, | beg you please to help me reach Mr. Sproule, recommends to me to write to him --- by the
savages, | beg you if you see him, to present to him my very humble respects, and to tell him please that
the chief of Bouctouche, Good Father of carrier, is he who gave me the names that | sent to him;
following his requests, | knew all the said savages that too much to my loss; the said chief is very not
very respectable, concerning his ingratitude, that | beg you to do all you can to avoid their insults; | am
still owed four hundred shillings, and for the recognition of the services that | rendered, following the
Bastonnais to share in my spoils; and for the response of caution that | made on this subject, they
threatened to kill me, if they heard any complaints on this subject.

As | did not throw them from the Province, | saw an [Act/law] that taxes the days of the surveyor
General to 3 [bucks] deputed to two; the poverty of the inhabitants the ... to beg me to inform myself; if
they are obliged to give to Mr. Watson, any price that he decided to demand; either to survey the lots,
or to run the lines of the lands already granted. After my very humble thanks, to the recreation that you
with goodness to obtain me in my solitude, | beg you to believe me very respectfully, in addressing my
prayer to the Lord, for the preservation of your days Sir.

Mr. Odell Lawyer

Your very humble, very obedient and submissive servant, Joseph Gucquen(?)
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